It was found on the flank of the larva underneath the thin, semi-transparent epidermic layer; this cirolanid isopod has a conspicuous pattern of dark cuticular pigmentation and large pigmented eyes, so it was easily spotted during the process of sorting the fish larvae from the sample (see fig. 1A, B) .
Members of the isopod family Cirolanidae, currently including sixty-three genera, are benthic or benthopelagic but some are intertidal (Jones & Pierpoint, 1997) . Cirolanids are all carnivores, either predatory or scavenging (Brusca, 1981; Brusca et al., 1995) . A number of species are known to attack weakened fish, or fish trapped in fishing nets (Stepien & Brusca, 1985) but some are also predators of polychaetes and the monotypic genus Cartetolana Bruce, 1981 is symbiotic. According to Bunkley-Williams & Williams (1998) , cirolanids behave as predators in nets and cages, but otherwise their association with fish is accidental. Overall, it is recognized that there are still many gaps in our ecological knowledge of this group. The genus Eurydice Leach, 1815 contains forms dwelling in subtidal areas and sediments, and some reach estuarine habitats (Bruce, 1986; Bruce & Soares, 1996) . Eurydice will attack living animals of almost every phylum, their mouthparts being adapted to a carnivorous mode of life (Jones, 1968) . There are only a few descriptive accounts of their mode of feeding (Bird, 1981; Holdich, 1981 ) and many assessments of their feeding habits (especially with regard to live fish) are speculative.
Most species of Eurydice are benthic forms but some others, like E. truncata (Norman, 1868), E. grimaldii Dollfuss, 1888, E. inermis Hansen, 1890, and E. pulchra Leach, 1815 undertake nocturnal migrations into the water column and are frequently collected during plankton surveys, like other demersal zooplankters (Macquart-Moulin, 1998) . The risk of being predated upon in the plankton community during those nightly incursions is higher, but the potential strategic advantages for these demersal crustaceans include feeding, dispersal, reproduction, and niche diversification (Stepien & Brusca, 1985) . According to Kensley & Schotte (1989) , E. personata is restricted to intertidal environments; there are no previous restricted of this species from the water column. The encounter of this cirolanid isopod with the leptocephalus of G. moringa most probably took place at night, during its migration through the water column.
It is interesting to note that the isopod was not lodged in the digestive tract; this, together with the fact that leptocephali feed only on suspended organic matter and tunicate houses (Mochioka & Iwamizu, 1996) , would preclude the idea that the isopod was eaten by the larva during a nighttime migration. Furthermore, this finding suggests another common behaviour among cirolanids, i.e., entering the fish body by the anus, causing an important damage of the surrounding tissue, and then moving along the body cavity feeding on the internal tissues and organs (Stepien & Brusca, 1985) . The host larva was examined to find evidence of
